ea et oe 
cee me: _ 
LE oo 


i 
= 
= 
. 
a 
o- 
. 
= 
= 
— 
=a 
= 


hy 
ie 
‘Finny Pere PPE gy), 


L f af f 
co 





RACER-X6 

By Steve Sullivan, Ken Penders, Rich 
Rankinand Marc Hansen 

Facer-x goes home for the hol 
idays. He winds up a tte foo 
close fo Stacey which mares 
for a sticky situation farer of. 
They also meet Santa/MOMTHIN! 


ASTRO BOY 17 

By Ken Steacy, Brian Thomas and Mare 
Hansen, 

it's part two oF Ken Stéacy's fase 


issue. it’s SLAVE'S OF THE CY- 


BOTS! 4stro Girl helps Astro out 
ofa tough jar. MONTHLY 


SPEED RACER 18 
By Lamar Waldron, Joe Phillips, John 
Dell lll, & Katherine Llewelyn 

Speed, Trixié and Sparky go 
punk to catch The Ripper and 
Trixie’s (he decoy! 

MONTHLY! 


THE REAL | 
GHOSTBUSTERS 7 


By James Yan Hise. John Tobias, Rich 
Rankin & Rich Powers. 

The Ghost Gangsters aré Back! 
This time they have help from 


The Lunar Avenger and The 
crimson Ccrimebuster Their vil- 
lain ghost is Caldon/, pasta 
King. MONTHLY! 


TERMINATORS 

By Jack Herman, Thomas Tenney, Jim 
Brozman, & Rich Powers 

Part One of Terminators in tie 
Everglades, Two heavy metal 
machines are holding Dertara 
hostage For info., and fis 
Friends Have fo break fim out 
Or ky Mim 

MONTHLY! 


RALPH SNART 6 

By Mart Hansen 

Ralph Snart turns info 2a mead 
banging rock and roller when 
he goes fo college, finds Deer 
and women, and joins a band, 
Wait ti his mom finds out! 
MONTALY! 


FRIGHT NIGHT 5 — 
Jim Van Hee. Lenin Deol & Katherine 
Lhewellyn 

Peter and Charlie meet up with 
an ouinusual Spider-Boy, wind 
bites the head off a Killer 
Clow. MONTHLY! 


RUST 2 | 
By Katherine Llewellyn and Vince Locke 
scott Baker gets hooked up 
witha Femme Fatal, MONTHLY! 
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A GUEST EDITORIAL...BY MARC HANSEN 


| feel like a weary soldier alter 
three weeks al the front lines. My 
clothes. tattered, blood stained. My 
eyes glazed over from battle shock. 
| thought working for a comic book 
company would be a piece of cake. 

Actually working here at NOW 
Comics has been a great learning 
experience. For the past three years 
‘ve always been on the outside, An 
artist or writer can mever fully un 
derstand the business until he or she 
has enquifed themselves in tt. 

| was hired on as a staff artist 
to help out with the other books and 
to edit my own book, Ralph Snart 
Adventures. | won't be here long 
though, just long enough to help out 
as NOW Comics expands. Starting 
in January Ill be returning full-time 
to work on mew Stories for RSA. | 
can't wait! | miss the daily grind. 

Usually | work full-time as a 
freelance illustrater for an advertis- 
ing art studio here in Chicago. I'll 
still dabble in that. Advertising pays 
a ton of money, but you get treated 
like a piece of meat. 

AS | look back on my first three 
weeks, I'm amazed at how much 
work got done. | lettered two books, 
did back-up inks on another, colored 
three . inked and colored the Astro 
Boy cover, and editted ASA. And 
that’s plain laziness compared lo 
HOW's assistant editor in chief, 
Katherine Llewellyn. Shes a real 
work, horse. I've gotten along great 
with fer, except she listens to some 
really bizarre and obscure music, 


Very primitive stuf. 

For all of vou youngsters and ru- 
qrats aut there who want to get into 
this nutty business, it's not easy, Too 
many people trying to get jobs in the 
industry are googly-eyed, sweaty-palm- 
ed fan boys with mo formal training. 
Loving and collecting comics is not 
something that is booked for on a re 
sume. Go to art school, for Pete's sake, 

Speaking of art school, if any of my 
old school chums read this, then write 
already. And if any of my vagabond 
friends from Michigan read this, then 
write to RSA. Speaking of letters. why 
don’t you people write to the cranes 
at NOW? Of course we can't print every 
letter that & sent to us, but we do read 
them! We need your input. We need the 
laughs too. I've read some hilanous 
letters addressed to Ralph Smart. 

I'm writing this litte editorial on 
one of those new faggled machines 
whatlaya call‘im...oh, yeah, computers. 
Boy. | hate these things, they scare the 
bajezzas out of me. I'm only twenty-five 
years old. You'd think this kind of crud 
would be old hat, but it’s like science 
fiction to this backward bozo. Heck, for 
the price of one of these babies. | could 
buy a good used Volkswagen Beetle. 
but that's another bither story. 

Oh, no, Pim running out of Poort. 
This darn machine is telling me to stop 
writing. Hah! il simply ignore this silly 
product of our technological insanity 
and continue my babble-fest! What can 
it do? Stop inputing? Mahl | just 
thought of a great story | could 
i. 


GREAT! UH, HOW 


OES THIG WORK 
Pri thy ! 





On’, COMMANDER Astro, 
WE'RE REAIX’ To CUT THE 
ROCKET MOTORS ANP ENGice 
THE TRANSWARP DRIVE! 


WELL, THEORETICALIW WE “WhRP* 
THE VERY FABRIC of SPACE ANP 
TIME CREATING A “CONTINUUM TUNNEL” 
THROUGH WHICH WE TRAVEL AT INCOMPRE- 
HENGIBLE SPEEDS ENABLING UG Tr 
ACTUALLY ARRIVE GeFoReE we LEFT-_ 


Of SOWETHING LIKE THAT! 


ONLY ONE Wi 
| Tel... STANP BY To 
HARP OUTS 
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WELL, THATS THAT! 
THEY'VE WARPED INTO 
WIPERSPACE ,,, WE'LL HAVE 

NO CONTACT WITH THEM 


Y OH, HELLO, ELMER, 
Be REBECCA,.,.WACNIT THE 
Bes, LAUNCH SPECTACULAR ?/ 


RocTor, PLEASE! SIF, You'P BETTER 
I'S ASTEO-GIPL -- COME QuIcK! We've 
SHES MISSING! — FOUN TWO OF THE 
———— CARkeO HANPLERS 





— 
HHEE-EXM! JUST MAPE 
IT! EP, NEP, MELVIN - 
ARE You @UH6 ALL 


HUH? WHAT , WHERE 
WHEN, WHY , WHO - 7/ 


RECENT DIGAPPEARANCES, AND (#9) mm) (iiiene 
| |START SWEEP-SCONNING THE Ane) \eeeeene 





# umel Ie I : . HEN! WHATS A} 
fcciy Anh! GETTER | | th Mie IPEA, HUW? 
I? Be DeEAr! , = | NO! GIMME THAT! 


IT WAS GONNA ASK UH, WES ,.., WELL, Ge, AH. | AHEM, CAN YOU KEEP A 

WOU GINS THE same | SPUD, TELL THIS CHARM-| MM secre’? welge to Sect 
QUESTION, WO SURE J ING LITTLE GiIkL WHO AGENTS ACGIGNED ToD ENSURE | 
foNT LOOK LIKE We ARE | of Te Arar oF hte } 
 SPACEMEN! ad | - ot  ecinel P 





WELL, THE TACHYoON sag 
ERATOR CHAMBER SEENG To | 
Be OK, LET'S CHECK THE 

Rie HAY: 


| DONT MENTION TT, WELL, , S |WHEW! THAT WAS CLOSE! 
THIG ALL SEEMS SHIP- | a (LISTEN LITTLE GIRL, 
, ! HOW'D? YoU LIKE To 
HELP Us CUT, : 
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HEY, WHATS GOING 
‘ON WERE...1T%S A 
HOLOGRAM / 


AY) 


t fee 
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OH, NO! THEY'RE 
P STILL HEAPING J 
SIRAMSHT | 


I or StorEM 
BeRORE THEY 
COLLIPE WITH 
THE FLANETOID! 
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Oo NOT MOVE! You) 
OF COSMO-CYBcT A 
FRIME! i 


| We MEAN Sou Mo 
HARI , WE ONLY 
WANT, .. 


SOMETHING! Ja 
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LIETEN, ME,.COSMO, | YOUR FRIENDS, THOSE | | THATS AWFUL! HOW PARE 17! Foe Wears We cyaots 
WE JUST CAME HERE PATHETIC HUMANS, ARE Roe ree LABOKED UNDER HUMAN CONTEOL UN- 
‘To ANP OUR FRIENDS , LABORING IN THE CAVES | be Oe Ti WE WERE FORCED To FLEE To 
; AND... nah : i , THIS WRETCHED Rock IN SPACE! WE 
‘A > HAVE LONG PLANNED? our 
) RETURN To EARTH AND 
OUR REUNION WITH OUR, 














mr (We HAVE DEVELOPED A , “a 
, MAGEIVE WEAPON LETHAL To [oe cee 
} ALL HUMANS WHICH WILL PRO- fs 
CEEP US TO EARTH! =f 


BUT FIRST we MusT ENeuRE ¥ 
THAT THE WORLP WE RETUEN 
To | MORE FRIENCLY THAN 
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YOURE MAG! pueipne, 
AN? c¥BOTS NOW Live 2 ——— 
IN 1 TEACE AND Ree es 


P tc true, coawo! We 
| TM A cHiBoT Too, Yow 
: MUST BELIEVE ME:! 
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' WAIT?! L-UNNA... 
PRAINING.... 








D mat Back-up mini-ceu Je 
DR. BOYNTON GAVE ME WILL 


WOU THAT IVE ToOLP THE TRUTH! 
HUMANS AND CWBoKSs HAVE ReE- 
“a _ CONCILED THEIR i 

b PIFFERENCES,. 








| THE BOSS ANI ME AKE,Uh, 
SPECIAL AGENTS AESIGNED TO 
ASTRO IN CASE OF EVENTUALITIES 
i jUyat LIKE Lib ONE! | 


ay is Je A 8 eReat 


“aT AWEUL, WEAPON | 
cc THE SHIFG AK GUE 
_ TRIUMPHANT RETURN: | 








Ts isan extra special 
f edition of the ASTRO 
BOY Letters Page, be- 
cause, aS you can Séeé, 
i's an extra special edi- 
tion of THE ORIGINAL 
ASTRO BOY What's so 
special? The penciling 
and inking of Astro has 
heen done by the one, 
only. Brian Thomas. 
And with him, as a part- 
ner on the book, is our 
buddy Marc Hansen, on 
leering and colors. 


YO, 

GuUYyYS,Whal hap- 
pened to the word bal- 
loons on page one? 
They were all messed 
up. To tell you the truth 
thnat is the only thing that 
| found wrong with your 
hook. I really liked the 
new bedtime story for 
Astro girl. Is Ken going 
io be Keeping that feéa- 
ture a regular or what? | 
hope that he doés. The 
story as a whole was re- 
ally pretty 200d. For one 
thing we got to find out 
why the dinosaurs 
came back. | thought 
that the zilch people 
were pretty funny “Light 
speed." Ken, you're 
Killing me with your 
jokes. Eventhough, | 
must admil, 1 thought 
that the storyline would 
So down when the artist 
[Ook over, (Who ever 
heard of an artist that 
could write? Just be- 
cause Byrne and Gior- 
dano could doit, doesn't 
mean any others could 
to0,.1 Was proven 
wrong, now wasn't I. | 
have leamed my lesson.) 


lam very happy with 
the quality of Ken's 
scripts. Kill the major, 
Ken, He is a pretty wast- 
eq (stupid was my orisi- 
Nal thought, bul | won't 
tell you that) character. 
Do we have anew char- 
acter that is Soing to in- 
fluence Astro's life? |. of 
course, mean ihe myste- 
rious masked man in the 
SC Wier Die, 

AS Usual, the artwork 
for ine book was excel- 
lent. Ken and Andrew 
provide pretty pictures 
for an intellect as shallow 
as mine to understand, 
The dinosaurs are really 
pretty. | hope to see more 
of them in the future. The 
Zilch people were pretty 
well done, too. Just what 
space aliens should look 
like. Well, that is all the 
words of wisdom and 
critique that | arm going 
to Olfer today. Cherish 
therm and may your 
lives be more eéenlight- 
ened by them. 

Astroly 

Galen West 

605 C Perdew 

Ridgecresi, CA 

93555 

PS This is in response 
io Kerry's letter In this is- 
sue (#15). What | said 
about issue #10 was all 
in jest. 1 full-heartedly 
agree with what ‘Stro 
Boy is saying. lam all for 
peace and love. lam sor- 
ry YOu took it the wrong 
Way [arm aman, by the 
way, 


Dear Galen, my re- 
sponse in issue #13 was 
al in jest, as weil, I'm sor- 
ry you took it the wrong 
way By the way, I'm a 


women, Is nice lo mee! 
Lou. 


Dear sow, 

] just finished reading 
ASTRO BOY #5, and | no- 
liced on page 8 and o 
how two robots, Bob 
and the announcer robot 
Say Cacciatore, But it's 
speled Caccitore. The A 
is missing. In the rest of 
the comic it’s spelled 
Cacciatore with the A, 
why? My favorlie cover 
IS issue ff, where Asiro 
Boy is looking lovingly ai 
the Metropolis’ robot. | 
think it’s Ken's best 
drawing ever, not to 
mention page I2 and 13 
where Simon 15 blowing 
up. Keep up the terrific 
Work VOU SUYS, 

AN Astro Admirer, 

Alex Sanchez 

san Antonio, TA 


To the Institute: 

This may be the first 
letter | ever get pub- 
lished, and it's worth it 
lo be saying something 
about a comic book. | 
Want to thank NOW 
Comics for publishing 
THE ORIGINAL ASTRO 
BOY This robot is prob- 
ably my absolute fa- 
Voriie Japanese anima- 
tion creation. 

lhad previously 
heard of an Asiro Boy 
comic book, But | culd 
never find il on the 
stands (1 am, sadly one 
of those people who 
lives inasmalliown with 
Sparse Magazine ser- 
vice). | learned to my 
amazement, that it was 
now being sold in stores 
that are easily accessi- 
ble. 





In Canada, we get our Who's this guy?! 
own version of Astro | Let me take this opportunity to introduce myself. 
Boy, hough it is ‘not as My name's Brian Thomas, and some of you may 
AEG AOG | Bo. Salt recognize my name from the credit section of 
comic. Some difter- | ae aie ae 
ences between these are several other NOW titles, most often under the 
that Or bletun is called “inker’’ credit. The first time | drew Astro Boy 
Prof, Peabody, Mr Pom- was In 1963. My Canvas Was a coffee table, and 
pus: Max McNugget. In crayola was the medium of choice. Christmas 
our Canadian episodes, was almost cancelled that year. 
AStro's creator Dr Boy- 
ton. takes on the name Ever since then, I've been waiting to draw 
Professor Bolthas. him again. Starting this month, | can draw him all 


ASHI- Se | want, and boy does it feel good! Don't worry. 
“Ny | though, | won't be coloring or lettering. That's leit 
to the able talents of RALPH SNART'S trainer and 
handler, Mr. Mare Hansen. 


So, starting now, | want everybody to pick 
up their Crayolas (or whatever) and write me a 
letter (but not on the coffee table). 1 need to know 
if you like what I'm doing. This is an election 
year, and if you don't vote, you can't whine and 

lainlater. So, write early and often. -B.T. 





eo ig issue! 


Jaret R. M. Sizer 
Landis, Saskatchewan 


oh ar 7 I unfortunately, have 
Fe ia | ~ never had the chance to 
GORSH ! WHATTIA) see hs Canadian ver. 
THAN 4 || / sion of Astro Boy | iwi 
THANG 2 belreve you, though, 
when you say ours is 
more sophisticated 
Thanks! And for your tn- 
formation and for the 
benefit of all Astro fans, 
NOW Comics Is present- 
ly negotiating for the 
rights to produce video 
: tapes of the original AS- 
~*~. TRO BOY cartoon seres. 
for eet like m Ken = | It may take some time, 
Steacy, whose brillan a but with such a de- 
works never cease SN mand, | doubt there wuill 
amaze meé, synchro- “A. beaproblem. 
nizes with Japanese an- 
Imation,Mr Pratt does his 
work justice, as well. A 
fine team! | really liked 
those Cybersharks in 
this issue as well, 
Anyway, thanks : .: 
again for reviving Astro Be te 
Boy, and you can be 









